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restriction endonuclease Any one of many enzymes that cleave DNA
molecules at specific recognition sites. They are coded for by
genes called restriction alleles.

restriction fragment length polymorphism Variation that occurs within
a species in the length of DNA fragments resulting from diges-
tion of the extracted DNA with one of several enzymes that cleave
DNA at specific recognition sites. Changes in the genetic compo-
sition result in fragments of altered length.

selection Any natural or artificial process that permits an increase in
the proportion of certain genotypes or groups of genotypes in
succeeding generations in relation to others.

semen immunoextension A method of adding antibodies to specific
antigens of the pathogens potentially found in semen to control
specific diseases and prevent transmission in the semen.

semen screening A method for verifying the health status of semen
samples.

species A taxonomic subdivision; a group of organisms that actually
or potentially interbreeds and is reproductively isolated from other
groups.

stable A system that returns to its initial conditions after being dis-
turbed.

stock  See line.

strain See line.

tandem repeat Two identical chromosomal segments that lie one
behind the other. The order of the genes in each segment is the
same.

transgenic animal An animal into which cloned genetic material has
been experimentally transferred.

type A distinction defined by the production characteristics of live-
stock species. For example, there are two types of cattle, meat
and dairy; two types of sheep, hair and wool; and two types of
chickens, layers and broilers. Many different breeds can be found
within a given type.

unique Having distinct characteristics that are not found in another
breed or type.

wild species Organisms in or out of captivity that have not been
subject to breeding to alter them from their native (wild) state.